
In the period from 13 to 18 May 2014, the central Balkans 

area was affected by a broad, developed Genoa cyclone that 

had accumulated a large amount of moisture and had an 

“unusual” trajectory, lingering over this territory for days. It 

caused heavy and long-lasting precipitation, especially in the 

period from 13 to 16 May, which surpassed many historical 

records, triggered catastrophic floods and caused human 

casualties and enormous material damage. 

„Quantifying and communicating uncertainty illustrated by the 

example of forecast of heavy precipitation that caused 

catastrophic floods in Serbia and the region in May 2014“ 

Aleksandar Nišavić 
aleksandar.nisavic@hidmet.gov.rs 

Republic Hydrometeorological Service of Serbia 

    Kneza Viseslava 66, Belgrade 

Introduction 

Relying on numerical model 

products, including primarily 

ECMWF products, RHMSS 

forecasted on time and with 

high certainty extreme 

precipitation quantities several 

days in advance, and 

confirmed day after day the 

inevitability of the events by 

permanently issuing warnings 

of extreme events with 90% 

probability of occurrence.  

Observation 

NWP Products-ECMWF 

Total amount of rain  

from 12th  to 18th of May 2014 
24 h amount of precipitation from 14th of May 

at 06 UTC till 15th of May at 06 UTC
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Good quantification 
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